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August 2016 
 
Dear Members of the GFA Community,  
 
Recently there has been a series of troubling reports in The Boston 
Globe, from the Spotlight Team, about sexual misconduct by faculty with 
students at independent schools throughout the Northeast. Much of this 
misconduct took place during the 1970s and early 1980s. While, to our 
knowledge, there have been no reports of allegations in the past 
involving Greens Farms Academy, we are reaching out to our 
community to ensure that if any sexual misconduct did occur, we are 
able to offer support.  
 
GFA deeply values the safety and well-being of all students and alumni, 
and maintaining an inclusive and safe environment for our students is at 
the very center of our work. We have made it a priority for all faculty 
and staff to undergo professional development emphasizing student 
safety, maintaining appropriate student-teacher relationships, and 
reporting requirements. We also have procedures in place for students 
to report any inappropriate sexual conduct by faculty or staff towards 
students.  
 
GFA believes strongly in listening to student voice, and is committed to 
addressing any reports of sexual misconduct by faculty or staff with 
students. It is in this spirit that we encourage members of our school 
community to come forward if they have any information about sexual 
misconduct by faculty or staff with students. To do so, please contact 
Head of School Janet Hartwell at (203) 256-7551 or 
jhartwell@gfacademy.org, or Associate Head of School Chris Kolovos at 
(203) 256 -7593 or ckolovos@gfacademy.org  
 
It might be difficult to discuss this subject, and we assure you that we 
will listen with empathy and care; but we do understand that if anyone 
does come forward, he or she might be more comfortable speaking to a 
person outside of GFA. If this is the case, please contact our Middle and 
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Upper School Counselor, Elizabeth Day, at (203) 256 -7550 or 
eday@gfacademy.org, and she can make outside resources available.  
 
We want to emphasize that we are not aware of any issue; this letter is a 
reflection of the times in which we live, and many schools are taking 
similar steps. We also want to affirm GFA’s commitment to providing a 
safe environment in which all our students can learn and thrive.  
 
Sincerely,                     
 
 
 
Janet Hartwell,   Shelley Goldsmith and Tricia Vanacore 
Head of School   Co-Chairs of the Board of Trustees 
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