
APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID 
FOR THE 2017-18 ACADEMIC YEAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We partner with School and Student Services (SSS) by NAIS in our financial aid process. To begin your financial aid application, you will complete 
SSS’s Parents’ Financial Statement (PFS).  
 
Key dates to remember:   

● Tuesday, December 6, 2016 (7:00 p.m., Choral Room, GFA) - Information Session for new and returning parents on GFA’s Financial Aid 
program (optional).  

● Friday, January 13, 2017 – The Parent Financial Aid statement, 2015 taxes (1040 and all schedules, and W-2) and signed 4506T (download 
from GFA website) must be uploaded to SSS.  

● Tuesday, January 31, 2017 - 2016 W-2 must be uploaded to SSS.  
● Monday, April 17, 2017 – The 2016 complete 1040 and all schedules must be uploaded to SSS.  Note – the W-2 for 2016 must be 

submitted by January 31, 2017.  Failure to submit the 2016 W-2 by January 31, 2017 will delay the review of your financial aid file.  

 
KEY INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT OUR SCHOOL AS YOU COMPLETE THE PFS: 
Our school’s full name:  Greens Farms Academy    Our school’s SSS code:  3556 
 
If you wish to submit required documents by mail, send to School and Student Services, PO Box 449, Randolph, MA 02368-0449. For overnight 
service, use: SSS by NAIS, Application Processing Center, 15 Dan Road, Suite 102, Canton, MA 02021. If you need help completing the PFS, contact 
SSS customer service at (800) 344-8328.  
 
We will communicate our financial aid decision to you. To make our decision, we use the information from the PFS as a starting point but also 
consider our school policy, practices, and available budget. 
 
 

HOW TO COMPLETE THE PARENTS’ 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT (PFS) ONLINE 

 

● Go to https://sss.secure.force.com/familyportal. 

● Create your PFS Online account with your email address 
and a password. If you applied for financial aid last year, 
simply login to the PFS Online as a Returning Family, using 
the email address and password you set up last year. 

● Begin a PFS for Academic Year 2017-18. You can log out of 
the PFS Online at any time, then return later to complete it. 

● After you have pressed submit, you’ll be brought to a 
payment screen. The fee of $48 is nonrefundable. Once 
your PFS is submitted, it cannot be withdrawn from the SSS 
system. Remember that if you do not press submit, GFA will 
not be able to review your RFC.  You are able to make 
changes to this form after you submit.  

● After you pay for and submit your PFS, you’ll have access in 
the PFS Online to a section called “My Documents.” You can 
upload the additional documents we require there.

HOW TO SUBMIT ADDITIONAL REQUIRED 
DOCUMENTS ONLINE 

● Prepare your documents to be uploaded. Make sure the 
documents are on your computer, each saved as a separate 
file. Remove any security or password protection from your 
document files. 

● Return to the PFS Online and login.  

● Select the Academic Year 2017-18 button. 

● From the PFS Online, click on the “My Documents” tab.  

● On the “My Documents” page, you will see an upload 
button or a hyperlink next to a specific document name in 
the "Required Documents" section of the PFS. Clicking 
either the upload button or a hyperlink will lead you 
through a series of steps allowing you to name, locate and 
save the file.  

● Once you have uploaded a document, the date will appear 
in the “Date Uploaded” column within minutes of the 
upload. Some tax documents go through a verification 
process. It can take up to 48 hours for the verification 
process to complete.  

 
 

 

 

 

https://sss.secure.force.com/familyportal


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS   

 

Will I qualify?   

Financial aid is primarily determined by income and the number of children attending a tuition charging school.  Assets further 

factor into the formula but to a lesser extent.  Every GFA family contributes something to tuition.  There are no full tuition 

financial aid grants. For a family with 1 child in a tuition charging school (with typical assets), they will generally qualify for a 

full aid award with income up to $80,000. Families with 1 child in a tuition charging school (with typical assets) with income 

between $80,000 and $220,000 will generally qualify for partial aid.  The more children a family has in a tuition charging 

school, the higher these qualification bands go. 

If I receive a financial aid grant from Greens Farms Academy, will I continue to receive the grant throughout the time my 

child is at GFA?  

GFA is committed to providing continued financial aid for your family throughout the time that your child is at GFA.  However, 

you must file annually for consideration for a financial aid grant, and you must meet the appropriate deadlines.  You can 

assume that the grant will remain the same unless your financial circumstances should change.  

How can I meet the deadlines if I have not submitted my 2016 taxes?  

This is the most commonly asked question by families.  While many families complete their taxes as soon as they receive their 

W-2, others are not able to complete their taxes until closer to the federal tax filing date of April 15, 2017.  GFA does not 

require that you submit your 2016 1040 and all schedules until April 17, 2017.  HOWEVER, YOU MUST SUBMIT YOUR W-2 

FOR 2016 BY JANUARY 31, 2017.  

My spouse and I are divorced and each has remarried.  Who is responsible to file for financial aid? 

It is the policy of GFA that both parents, as well as all stepparents, complete the Report for Family Contribution through SSS 

and submit the required tax documents.  This policy supersedes any divorce decrees or other agreements.  If one parent does 

not have a relationship with the child, the custodial parent will be asked to provide documentation to this effect.   

How many students receive financial aid at GFA?  

For the school year 2017-2018, 99 students (14%) received a financial aid grant from GFA.  The average size grant is $28,449 

and the total financial aid budget is $2.8 million dollars.  

My spouse does not work.  How will that be considered during the financial aid process? 

The financial aid model used by GFA requires that both parents work outside the home, unless there are non-school age 

children in the home.  In the case of a non-working parent, GFA will impute an income for that parent.  

Does my financial aid grant cover textbooks and other costs?  

If your family receives a grant of over 70% of tuition, your child will be eligible for coverage of other school related things like  

books, a laptop computer and certain trips.  You will receive a list of these items when you receive the financial aid grant.  

Is the financial aid program confidential?  

Yes.  The Financial Aid Committee holds in confidence financial information submitted by parents in support of grant 

applications.  Financial aid recipients are not identified at the School.  We ask that financial aid recipients maintain the same 

confidentiality.  


