GREENS FARMS ACADEMY MIDDLE SCHOOL

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SUMMER READING 2011-2012

The following books are required for students entering:

Grade 6
Hoot, Carl Hiaasen     ISBN: 0440421705

Grade 7
The Giver, Lois Lowry     ISBN: 0440237688

Grade 8
Animal Farm, George Orwell     ISBN: 0451526341

Dear Parents,
Please find below all information regarding summer reading for English. We ask that you read this carefully before purchasing books since there are several changes.
Each Middle School English course requires one assigned summer reading book that will serve as the focus for discussions for the first four or five days of class.  Each teacher has also supplied a short list of guided reading questions for students to consider as they read.  Please scroll through this document to access these questions.  Within the first few days of school students will be asked to respond to the questions in writing and within the first two weeks of school there will be a test or essay on the assigned text.

AN IMPORTANT NOTE TO ENSURE YOUR CHILD HAS THE CORRECT TEXTS:
Since editions vary greatly and we will ask all students to make annotations in their texts throughout the year, we strongly advise families to purchase new or unmarked copies of books using the EXACT ISBN NUMBER PROVIDED. All texts are available from MBS Books, our online bookstore. However, you may wish to use another bookseller if you need them quickly. The pages following this one will provide you with a list of further suggested reading for your child.  These texts have been carefully chosen to dovetail with our themes and curriculum.  We hope you will push your child to read at least two other books on the list.

Some recommendations:

· We strongly encourage students to read beyond the required reading by choosing several books from the list below that suit their interests. These choices should be at or above their grade level.

· Since some of the books listed may contain adult themes, language, and/or content, parents are encouraged to take part in the selection process. 

· We also recommend that students do their assigned reading in August so the details are still fresh when the school year begins.
Whatever the selection of books may be, we encourage your child to read broadly over the summer. We look forward to teaching your children in the fall. 
The Greens Farms Academy MS English Department
Sixth Grade Summer Reading 2011 - 2012
Hello, future sixth graders!  Your assigned summer reading book, Carl Hiaasen’s 

Hoot, is one of the best pieces of young adult fiction ever to hit the shelves of your local 

library or bookstore.  A funny, touching, and memorable story, it chronicles the adventures of Roy, Beatrice, and Mullet Fingers as they seek to rescue some very unusual owls from certain doom. 

As you read the book, there are a few questions I would like you to ask yourself. 

For now you can just use the questions to guide your thinking, and in the first few days of school I will ask you to type your responses.  We’ll talk about Hoot in class when we return in September, and I know you’ll have great things to say! 

If you have any questions about Hoot or about these questions, the easiest way to 

get in touch with me is via e-mail.  Good luck, and I’ll see you in September! 

— Mr. Gott 

bgott@gfacademy.org
Guided Reading Questions for 6th grade:  Hoot

1. Do you agree or disagree with the tactics that Mullet Fingers uses to halt construction of the Mother Paula’s in Coconut Cove? 

2.  Why do you think Roy is so interested in learning about Mullet Fingers?  Why does he jeopardize his own safety – especially in the hospital scene (139-152) – to help someone he hardly knows?  Would there ever be a situation in which you would risk so much to help a friend? 

3.  Which character in the book do you identify with most?  Which character do you like the most?  Dislike the most?  Why? 

4.  Above all else, the main characters in Hoot are all misunderstood by their peers, their parents, and their families, and they all react differently to this misunderstanding.  Dana, the bully, fights; Mullet Fingers runs away from home every chance he gets.  Can you think of a time when you were misunderstood by someone else?  How did you react?  Would you react the same way in the future? 

5.  At the end of the story, Roy is afraid that his father is going to be angry at him for picketing the construction site.  His mom tells him not to worry, saying: “All you did was speak out for what you believed was right."  Think of an issue that you’re passionate about.  How would you go about convincing other people of your opinion?  What would you say or do to try to change their minds? 

Other Suggested Reading for 6th grade 2011 - 2012
FAN  fantasy




SF  science fiction

A
autobiography


HF  historical fiction


B
biography



M  mystery

F 
fiction




NF  non-fiction

D
drama
Aesop’s Fables





Aesop

The High King (FAN)





Alexander, Lloyd

Chasing Vermeer
 (M)




Balliett, Blue

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle (HF)

Avi

Tangerine (F)






Bloor, Edward

Tiger Eyes (F) 





Blume, Judy

The Dark Rising – series (FAN)



Cooper, Susan

Walk Two Moons (F)





Creech, Sharon

Boy (B)






Dahl, Roald

Enchanters from the Stars
(FAN)



Engdahl, Sylvia Louise

The Sea of Trolls   (FAN)




Farmer, Nancy

Inkheart (FAN)





Funke, Cornelia

Pictures of Hollis Woods
(F)



Giff, Patricia Reilly

The Clique series
(F)




Lisi Harrison

Olive’s Ocean (F)





Henkes, Kevin

All Creatures Great and Small (B) (SS)


Herriot, James

Dancing in Cadillac Lights  (F)



Holt, Kimberly Willis

Across Five Aprils (HF)




Hunt, Irene

Redwall Series (F)





Jacques, Brian

Silent to the Bone (F)





Konigsburg, E.L.

A Wrinkle in Time (FAN)




L’Engle, Madeleine

Travel Team (F)





Lupica, Mike

America Street (SS)





Mazer, Anne (editor)

Snow Bound (F)





Mazer, Harry

Baby (F)






McLachlan, Patricia

Anne of Green Gables  (F)




Montgomery, L.M.

Never Cry Wolf (F)





Mowat, Farley

Island of the Blue Dolphins (F)



O’Dell, Scott

A Single Shard (F)





Park, Linda Sue

Jacob Have I Loved (F)




Paterson, Katherine

Hatchet (F)






Paulsen, Gary

A Long Way from Chicago (F)



Peck

The Upstairs Room (B)




Reiss, Johanna

Where the Red Fern Grows (F)



Rawls, Wilson

Harry Potter Books (FAN)




Rowling, J.K.

Esperanza Rising
 (F)




Ryan, Pam Munoz

Holes (F)






Sachar, Louis

A Day of Pleasure: Stories of a Boy Growing Up (B)
Singer, Isaac Bachevis


Shabanu, Daughter of the Wind (F)



Staples, Suzannne Fisher

Heartsongs (poetry)





Stepenak, Mattie JT

Homecoming (F)





Voight, Cynthia

Make Lemonade (F)





Woolf, Virginia Ewer

Dragonwings (F)





Yep, Laurence

PLEASE SEE THE PAGES THAT FOLLOW FOR SEVENTH GRADE GUIDED READING QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTED READING


Seventh Grade Summer Reading 2011-2012
Dear Rising Seventh Graders:

Welcome to one rung higher on the middle school ladder!  We look forward to an exciting year exploring American history and literature together through the lens of our course theme: The American Dream in the 20th Century.  We will again read Lois Lowry's young adult novel The Giver as our summer reading because it introduces so many themes that we will discuss and return to throughout our journey in American Studies (sameness, diversity, coming of age, compassion).  If you have already read it, please read it again – you will no doubt find new lessons and details that you missed on the previous reading.  If you are inspired by this novel and are looking for other summer reading, please consult the recommended reading list and consider reading Lowry's sequel to The Giver, which is titled The Messenger.

We recommend that you do your reading in August so the story is still fresh in your mind in September.  On the attached sheet are some important guided reading questions for you to consider as you read.  We ask that you annotate your text as you read to help you locate key quotes and details in the story to reference in our book talks.  During the first week of school you will be asked to type up a brief response for each question; your test or essay will be during the second week.  We encourage you to choose other books from the recommended list as well to help you grow as readers and writers.  All of the books have been carefully chosen to tie into our course themes and curriculum.
In addition to our assigned texts for the year we will give you a choice of WWII memoirs to read in small groups during the spring term.  In this way we hope to enable you to view the war through many different lenses and discuss the war from multiple perspectives.
Have a great summer – read, relax, swim, and be young and free, as you should be.  There will be plenty of things to keep you busy once school begins.  We look forward to meeting you or seeing you again in September!

Best wishes,

— Mrs. Hartt 


— Mr. Stabler

rhartt@gfacademy.org

gstabler@gfacademy.org
Guided Reading Questions for 7th grade: The Giver 

1.  What are all of the things that strike you as odd or important in the opening scene?  (Think about specific clues Lowry gives you about The Community and ways it contrasts your own community and way of life.)

2.  Where in the book do you see or hear euphemisms (terms that are misleading or don't mean what you expect them to mean) and how do they add to the story's impact on you as a reader?  (Here are two to get you started: "RELEASE" and "ELSEWHERE").

3.  What is the difference between people with dark eyes and people with pale eyes?  What other special qualities does Jonas have that cause him to be chosen to be the next Receiver of Memories?

4.  In looking over the list of instructions Jonas is given at the beginning of his training, which ones surprise you most?  Which would you find hardest to follow and why?

5.  What specific freedoms, rights, and responsibilities are the citizens in The Community of Sameness denied that you enjoy as an American citizen?  Why have they been relinquished by the Committee of Elders and what impact has that had?  

6.  How does the metaphor of the red sled going downhill through the deep snow relate to Jonas's experience of gaining memories?  How is the red sled image used again later?  

7.  Why does Jonas become more rebellious as he gains a deeper understanding of reality?  Can you relate that to your feelings today as a teenager?  (What about the world startles you the more you learn? Do you find that growing up brings more pain or joy?)
8.  Why do all of the memories Jonas gains create a new "depth of feeling" within him?  Which three specific memories in your opinion hold the most power in shaping him and causing him to eventually try to change his community?  Why is it impossible for Asher, Fiona, and the rest of The Community to experience this depth of feeling (especially love) without having memories?  

9.  Were you surprised to hear the Giver defend the Community, saying "They can't help it. They know nothing…" (153) after Jonas questions the release of the infant?  Do you feel tolerant or intolerant when people do things because they don't know any better?   After Jonas tells the Giver that they "don't need to care about the rest of them," he realizes that "Of course they needed to care.  It was the meaning of everything" (157).  How does this realization show that Jonas is moving from innocence to compassion?    

10.  What do YOU think happens to Jonas in the final scene, and why do you think Lowry leaves us with such an ambiguous (unclear and uncertain) ending to the novel?

Other Suggested Reading for 7th Grade 2011 - 2012

FAN  fantasy




SF  science fiction

A
autobiography


HF  historical fiction


B
biography



M  mystery

F 
fiction




NF  non-fiction

D
drama
How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents (A)


Alvarez, Julia

Speak (F)






Anderson, Laurie Halse

Hope Was Here (F)





Bauer, Joan

When the Legends Die (F)




Borland, Hal

The Moves Make the Man (F)



Brooks, Bruce

Ender’s Game
(F)





Card, Orson Scott

The Education of Little Tree (F)



Carter, Forrest

Echoes of the White Giraffe (F)



Choi, Sook Nyul

Eva (F)






Dickinson, Peter

A Girl Named Disaster (F)




Farmer, Nancy

Soul Looks Back in Wonder (F)



Feelings, Tom

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman (HF)

Gaines, Ernest J.

Waiting for the Rain (F)




Gordon, Sheila

Phoenix Rising (F)





Grant, Cynthia

Summer of My German Soldier (F)



Greene, Bette

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (F)
Haddon, Mark

Out of the Dust (P)





Hesse, Karen

Seabiscuit (NF)





Hillenbrand, Laura

Night Kites (F)





Kerr, M. E.

The Secret Life of Bees (F)




Kidd, Sue Monk

Chinese Cinderella (B)




Mah, Adeline Yen

The Usual Rules (F)





Maynard, Joyce

Monster (F)






Myers, Walter Dean

Shizuko’s Daughter (F)




Mori, Kyoko

Ties That Bind, Ties That Break (F)



Namioka, Lensey

19 Varieties of Gazelle:  Poems of the Middle East (P)
Nye, Naomi Shihab

The Last Silk Dress (F)




Rinaldi, Ann

I Had Seen Castles (F)




Rylant, Cynthia

Persepolis (GN)





Satrapi, Marjane

House of Stairs (F)





Sleator, William

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn (F)



Smith, Betty

Buried Onions
 (F)





Soto, Gary

Maus I and Maus II (GN)




Spiegelman, Arthur

The Wave (F)






Strasser, Todd

The Cay (F)






Taylor, Theodore

The Hobbit (FAN)





Tolkien, J. R. R.

Dicey’s Song (F)





Voigt, Cynthia

Homeless Bird
 (F)





Whelan, Gloria
Eighth Grade Summer Reading 2011-2012

Dear Rising Eighth Graders,

Welcome to your final year of Middle School and the top of the heap!  This year's English course has many interesting themes; the theme you will likely enjoy the most is revolution/rebellion.  While you are learning about our country's government and other global forms of government in your History course, in English class we will be looking through multiple texts at what happens when people rebel against government.
This year we are returning to our previous summer reading book, Animal Farm, and will be giving you a choice of memoirs involving revolution to read in small groups during the spring term (similar to your WWII readings in seventh grade).  In this way we hope to establish the themes for the course with a powerful fable and return to those themes throughout the year as we explore a variety of texts from different countries.
We ask that you consider the guided reading questions that follow carefully and annotate your text accordingly as you read to help you locate important quotes and details in the story to reference in our book talks.  During the first week of school you will be asked to type up a brief response for each question; during the second week you will have a test or essay on the assigned text.  We recommend that you do your reading in August so the story is still fresh in your mind when school begins.  In addition to the assigned reading book, please browse through the extended reading list for more great options to keep you engaged and help you grow over the summer. The more you read, the easier reading, writing, vocabulary, and grammar will be! 

See you in the fall!

Best wishes,

— Mr. Stabler


— Mrs. Hartt

gstabler@gfacademy.org
rhartt@gfacademy.org


Guided Reading Questions for 8th grade: Animal Farm 

1. What is the significance of Old Major's vision at the beginning of the book? What are the specific ideals of Animalism as he introduced them and what problems was Animalism designed to address?  (For those who read The Giver last year, what are some similarities and differences between Animalism and Sameness?)

2.  Do you consider Animal Farm to be a fairy story, a utopian satire, or a cautionary tale?  What arguments work in favor of or against each of those labels?  If it is a fairy story, as Orwell claimed, what is the moral of the tale, and how does that moral apply to us as individuals and as a society?

3. Consider the role of memory in Animal Farm and The Giver.  How do you think the loss of memory in each community relates to the power dynamic of its society? Explain the connections between memory and power (or lack of power).
4. How does the windmill evolve as a symbol/metaphor in the story?  What does it represent to Snowball at the beginning of the story, and what does it represent to Napoleon toward the end?  Why do the animals (especially Boxer) insist on rebuilding it again and again in spite of their tragic losses and exhausting effort?
5. Explore the power of words and language in this story.  How is language used for social control and how is the ability to express ideas and feelings gradually taken away from the masses?  What methods does Squealer use to deceive and/or pacify the other animals? What role do Minimus's poem and song play in shaping public opinion?  Why are both pigs able to convince the animals so easily that everything they say is true?  (Are there parallels here to The Giver?)
6.  What role does Boxer play on the farm and why is Napoleon threatened by him?  How is the betrayal of Boxer a turning point in the story?  In the end, did you find him to be an admirable character or a pathetic/tragic character?  Is there any connection between Boxer and those with dark eyes in The Giver in terms of their inability to distinguish appearance vs. reality?  
7.  Compare Napoleon and Snowball as leaders.  What techniques does each use to gain control?  Do you consider one to be a moral leader and one to be corrupt?  How does Snowball influence the decisions and actions on Manor Farm even after he's gone?
8.  How were the seven commandments (initially intended to serve as a code to help the animals live in peace and equality with each other) changed, and who benefited from the changes?  What does the final pronouncement "All animals are equal, but some are more equal than others" mean?   
	9.  Explore Orwell's use of irony throughout this tale.  Do you feel that, overall, the animals' lives were better or worse once they were in control of the farm? Which human tendencies or character traits does Orwell point a satirical finger at in this book? (How does he cast human characteristics as "animal instincts"?)  What message does this book teach about conformity and complacency?  Is Mollie the most admirable character and the only true individual?  Is Benjamin's memory and intellect helpful or useless, given his cynicism and detachment?

10.  What strange thing does Clover notice about the humans and the pigs when they are meeting in the farmhouse, and how do you interpret this final scene?  Looking at Lowry's ending in The Giver and Orwell's ending in Animal Farm, what view of the future of humanity does each seem to hold?  Did you find yourself believing that Benjamin was right about the nature of life all along?  Is there any hope for the animals?  What are some ways they might be able to regain control over their lives/destinies? 

	  


Other Recommended Books for 8th grade 2011- 2012
FAN  fantasy




SF  science fiction

A
autobiography


HF  historical fiction


B
biography



M  mystery

F 
fiction




NF  non-fiction

D
drama
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (SF/Fan)

Adams, Douglas

Rules of the Road (F)





Bauer, Joan

Friday Night Lights (F)




Bissenger, H.G.

Farenheit 451 (SF)





Bradbury, Ray

Jane Eyre (F)






Bronte, Charlotte

The DaVinci Code (F)




Brown, Dan

Girl with a Pearl Earring (HF)



Chevalier, Tracy

Murder on the Orient Express (M)



Christie, Agatha

Patriot Games (F)





Clancy, Tom

The Chocolate War (F)




Cormier, Robert

The Red Badge of Courage (HF)



Stephen Crane

Timeline (SF)






Crichton, Michael

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (M)


Doyle, Arthur Conan

Rebecca (F)
  





DuMaurier, Daphne

The Eye of A Needle (F)




Follett, Ken

Autobiography of a Face (F)




Grealy, Lucy

I Never Promised You a Rose Garden (F)*


Greenberg, Joanne

The Partners
(F)





Grisham, John

Honus and Me (SF)





Gutman, David

I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly (F)


Hansen, Joyce


The Old Man and the Sea (F)




Hemingway, Ernest

Dune (SF)






Herbert, Frank

Flowers for Algernon (F)




Keyes, Daniel

A Separate Peace (F)





Knowles, John

A Night to Remember (NF)




Lord, Walter

Kaffir Boy (F)






Mark Mathabane 
The Member of the Wedding (F)



McCullers, Carson

The Scarlet Pimpernel (HF)




Orczy, Baroness

1984 (SF)






Orwell, George

Short Stories (SS)





Poe, Edgar Alan

Catcher in the Rye (F)





Salinger, J.D.

Frankenstein (SF)





Shelley, Mary

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich (NF)

Solzhenitsyn, Aleksander 
Of Mice and Men (F)





Steinbeck, John

The Lord of the Rings (FAN)




Tolkien, J.R.R

The Perfect Storm (NF)




Unger, Sebastian

Exodus (HF)






Uris, Leon

